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Basic Detail Report

Ritual Pou Wine Vessel with Diamond 
and Boss Decoration

Date
12th century B.C.

Primary Maker
Unknown

Medium
Cast bronze

Description
Vessel of 'pou' shape. Used in ritual to hold wine or water. With a flattened bulbous body, everted lip & 
high circular foot with three rectangular perforations. Band of stylized dragons & thunder pattern ('lei-
wen') encircles shoulders with six equally spaced nipple bosses, perhaps seen as dragon eyes. Narrow 
plain band below it has six chaplet marks. Area below on main body has large lozenge pattern outlined by 
'lei-wen' with boss at center of each lozenge. Single band of 'lei-wen' encircles high foot. Bottom void of 
decoration. Some bronze disease; small chaplets on shoulder band, four very large repaired ones just 
above where foot is attached. Three irregular perforations in foot show very thin crumbling bronze; large 
rectangular repaired area on foot. Smooth grey-green patna.

Dimensions
Overall: 6 7/8 x 11 1/2 in. (17.5 x 29.2 cm)


